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___ 
 
Ur faidhle/Your ref: «Yourref» 
Ar faidhle/Our ref: «Ourref» 
«Date» 
 
 
 
 
Thank you very much for your kind invitation to Richard Lochhead MSP, 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment inviting him to 
(XXXXXXXX on XXXXX). 
 
Mr Lochhead would be delighted to accept your invitation. I would be 
grateful if you could contact his Diary Secretary, Steven Turner at 
Cabsecrae@scotland.gsi.gov.uk to (confirm arrangments or identify a 
mutually conventient date) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JOHN DAVIDSON 
Private Secretary 
 
 

 


 

___ 
13 January 2016 
 
Dear Rob  
 
I wrote to you on Monday explaining that we were investigating a suspect case of avian 
notifiable disease which was reported in a flock of birds in a poultry farm in Dunfermline.  Our 
initial test results and the symptoms displayed suggested it was a mild form of H5N1 Avian 
Influenza, but further tests had to be undertaken to confirm this - I can now confirm that 
following these tests, the Low Pathogenic Avian Influenza (LPAI) H5N1 was confirmed this 
afternoon. 
 
The flock of almost 40,000 chickens (broiler parent flock) will now be humanely culled to 
prevent further spread of disease and the Temporary Control Zone, which was implemented 
in response to initial suspicion, has now been replaced with a 1 kilometre Restricted Zone 
around the infected premises.  The Restricted Zone controls the movement of poultry, 
carcasses, eggs, used poultry litter and manure and other things liable to transmit disease. 
This is in line with our obligations under EU legislation. 
 
Full details of restrictions and further information about Avian Influenza are provided in the 
GB Notifiable Avian Disease Control Strategy (which  is available here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/468294/avian-
disease-control-strategy-2015.pdf) and on the Scottish Government’s Avian Influenza 
webpage at: www.gov.scot/avianinfluenza  
 
I hope this is helpful. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
RICHARD LOCHHEAD 
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